
IZETHELO – FRUIT NEWS 
 

A SOUTH AFRICAN DECIDUOUS FRUIT INDUSTRY MEDIA REPORTING AWARD 
 

Presented by:  Mr Wiehahn Victor, The chairman of the 2014 Gala evening organizing committee  
 
This merit award for Media is focussed to ensure effective and continuous communication and 
information flow between the fruit industry and the media and to encourage constructive media 
coverage of the deciduous fruit industry over the spectrum of industry related issues. 
 
Objectives of this award 
 

• To motivate the media to convey the functions and activities of the industry as efficiently as 
possible to all role players in the target market; 

• To promote the interests of the deciduous fruit producers on a national basis and to 
enhance the image and products of the fruit industry; 

• To enhance the variety of excellent qualities and health value of fruit; 
•  

 
The Winner:   
 
FOODNEWS – An Agriculture Publication in the UK for a range of articles about the various aspects 
of the South African Deciduous Fruit Industry. 
 
Amy Booth will accept the award on behalf of the FOODNEWS Magazine. 
  
Motivation:  

 
For over 40 years FOODNEWS has provided regular articles of interest on the international 
deciduous fruit industry.  Over this period FOODNEWS has regularly liaised with role players in the 
SA industry (fresh, dried and canned fruit) to include reports on crop and marketing conditions in 
the industry. 



 Novice Award  - New Entree 
 
Presented by:  Title Sponsor:  Standard Bank   - Johan van Wyk – Provincial Head, Standard  Bank, 

Western Cape 

   
 
Criteria:  
An Award for a new entrant to the deciduous fruit industry who has made a difference and is 
regarded as a role model for his peers and potential new entrants. 
 
The winner receives the following: 

 A trophy and a cash prize sponsored by the gala event partners 

 Overseas Study Trip funded with a contribution from AgriSeta 

 A Corporate gift sponsored by Standard Bank. 
 
Winner:   
Richard Myburgh of Cortina Farms in the Vyeboom area.  
 
Motivation: 
 
Mr Richard Myburgh is the owner of Cortina Farm – a 100% black owned entity - and has more 
than 40 years’ experience in the marketing and distribution of deciduous fruit in the domestic and 
export markets.  Due to Mr Myburgh’s hard work, determination and passion for farming, he has 
managed to make a success of his business.  The core production activities on the farm consist of 
apple and pear production and the produce are packed for the export market through the 
Fruitways Group under the Fruitways marketing banner.  The apple production amounts to 92%, 
whereas the pear production amounts to a mere 8% of the 28.22 ha plantings.  Off the 38.77 ha 
planted, 8.77 ha are still non-bearing.  
 
Cortina farm is also vertically integrated into packing and transport.  The business owns six 
freightliners and although in a separate business, is also based on the farm.  Initially Cortina used 
hired transport to transport their fruit to various market destinations, but this did not work out 
well as the trucks were always late to load their produce.  Eventually Mr Myburgh decided that it 
would be best if they could have their own transport to ensure optimum fruit quality and timeous 
supply to various markets. 
 
Mr Keith Bradley acted as a mentor to Mr Myburgh to provide guidance and inputs in both 
business and technical production aspects.  Mr Myburgh is a dedicated self-motivated business 
man who believes in creating one’s own success; however he also recognises the fact that this 
cannot be achieved in isolation. 



  
Research Award 

 
 
Presented by:     Dr Shadrack Moephuli – CEO ARC. 
 
Criteria: 
The Deciduous Fruit Industry and the ARC annually reward an individual or a research 
team/programme involved in scientific or technical (including marketing/economic) research fields 
that had excelled during the year or over a period of time. 
 
The main purpose of this award is to: 
• To motivate individuals and research teams/programmes involved in deciduous fruit research 

to deliver research contributions or results that will enhance the deciduous fruit industry: 
 
The winner receives the following: 

 A desk paper holder engraved with his name and the name of the award and a cash prize 
sponsored by the gala evening partners. 

 An overseas Study Trip funded with a contribution from AgriSeta 

 A Corporate gift sponsored by Standard Bank. 
 
Receiver:    
Dr Ian Crouch of Experico 
 
Motivation: 

Dr Ian Crouch is nominated for his contribution to the Forelle Early Market Access programme 
(FEMA).  With his experience in SmartFresh research, Ian devised a strategy whereby Forelle is 
allowed to become eating ripe on the tree, harvested and treated with SmartFresh.  The fruit could 
then be exported earlier to fill the market gap. 
 
Over the last few years the FEMA programme has grown from few thousand cartons in 2011 to 
760 000 cartons during 2013.  Close to 1,2 million cartons are expected to be exported under this 
protocol during 2014.  Ian has been closely involved with the commercialising of this protocol, 
checking samples to see that they meet the specifications and visiting markets to check their 
preferences. 
 
The cost-benefit to the industry has been huge.  Apart from smoothing out the market volumes 
over a longer marketing window, an independent economist has calculated a R23 per carton 
increase in value for the producer.  Given the approximately 2 million cartons exported to date, 
this amounts to more than R40 million additional industry incomes, a 9-fold return on all the 
research conducted on Forelle over the last 14 years.  The annual benefit to the industry exceeds 
the annual SAAPPA research budget. 
 
In addition to the catalytic impact that Ian has had on FEMA programme, Ian is the pre-eminent 
post-harvest plant physiologist in pome fruit.  He has been involved in post-harvest research on 



pome fruit in the industry for 24 years and was the lead researcher in a programme that led to the 
landing of the SmartFresh technology in South Africa where he developed and refined applications 
of SmartFresh for South African conditions.  He developed the service model for the application of 
SmartFresh which is still being used today.  SmartFresh is now one of the few alternative 
treatments available to manage scald and is therefore strategically important to the apple industry.  
He heads up the DPA working group and was a previous member of the CPA.  He has co-supervised 
many MSc and PhD theses and he has acted as external examiner on a number of occasions.  In 
short he has gone beyond the normal call of his position as a researcher and served the industry 
with passion and wisdom.   



  
OSH Reinecke Industry Leader Award – The Frontrunner 

 
Presented by Min Alan Winde:  Minister of Agriculture in the Western Cape  

 
Objectives of this Award: 
 
The Deciduous Fruit Industries and ARC annually recognise an industry leader who had over a long 
period excelled in, and contributed to, the agricultural industry in general and more specific the 
deciduous fruit sector. 
 
The main purpose of this award is: 

• To recognise industry leaders to for their commitment  and excellence in serving the 
industry over a pro-longed period; 

• To promote the interests of the deciduous fruit producers on a national basis and to 
enhance the image and products of the deciduous fruit industry; 

• To enhance the variety of excellent qualities and health value of fruit; 
• To establish, encourage and maintain unity and commitment within the fruit industry as a 

whole. 
 
Recipient:   
The receiver of the O.S.H. Reinecke industry leader award for 2014 is: 

Mr Piet Karsten (Snr)   

Motivation:  

Piet Karsten, founder of the Karsten Group, is a true Frontrunner and a worthy bearer of this title 
and an example to all. He was also acknowledged by the late president Mandela for his leadership 
in the sector. 
 
Excellence is the result of caring more than others think is wise.  Risking more than others think is 
safe.  Dreaming more than others think is practical and expecting more than others think is 
possible.  This is Piet Karsten - do we need to add more? 
 
The Karsten group, founded in 1968 by Piet and Babsie as a family farming business, has grown to 
an enterprise with about 900 permanent and up to 4 000 temporary employees. 
 
They farm 1,622 hectares of table grapes in the Northern Cape, Western Cape and Namibia, 100 
hectares of raisin and wine grapes, 373 ha of apples, pears, cherries and plums, 430 ha of citrus 
and 177 ha of dates.  Add to these Pomegranates, melons, watermelons, pecan nuts, Boer goats,   
Bonsmara cows and a Dorper sheep stud, and you have a glimpse of this formidable operation. 
 
The group also has Management Agreements with the IDC and Strategic partnerships with 
government as well as mentorships with stock farmers. His commitment to sound practices has 
also led Piet to a term as a member of the Agricultural Research Council (ARC). 



 
They have their own Export and Logistics companies, New Vision and Horizon Fruit, an importing 
company in England, Karsten UK, a Pack house in Netherland, an office in China and an importing 
company in Europe. 
 
The Karsten Group is also committed to improve the lives of their workforce as is indicated by their 
school enrichment programmes, food gardens, school kitchens, improving education together with 
Albert Heijn and the Waitrose foundation, building crèches, soccer fields, playgrounds and skills 
training.  They have various Land reform and empowerment projects of which Keboes Fruit Farms, 
Mosplaas Citrus and Newgro are examples. 
 
Other projects such as training apprentices, taking student interns and bursaries for further studies 
as well as environmental responsibilities gives a little insight in the attitude of the father of the 
Karsten Group – Piet Karsten. 
 

 

 


