
 

Nido Trust to launch Trident Engineering Institute in SA,
focusing on BIM

The Nido Trust is launcing its Trident Engineering Institute in SA this month, with its first student intake set for January
2023. A distance education institution, students in and outside South Africa will be able to study various qualifications within
building information modelling (BIM).
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BIM involves the creation and management of digital mockups that assist with the design and construction process
throughout the stages of development and maintenance.

The charitable Nido Trust focuses on introducing industry-specific programmes that are fully accredited by local bodies
and endorsed by professional bodies globally. The trustees of the organisation are founder Henry Lukenge, Lungile Koti
and Patrick Oketa.

Making BIM qualifications accessible

“The institute wants to make BIM qualifications accessible and affordable to the masses, targeting high school graduates,
TVET graduates and professionals who wish to curve a new career path in BIM,” says Mashudu Madzhie, interim CEO of
the institute.
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He explains that only high-end BIM workshops have been available locally, and most of them are only accessible to those
with many years of experience in engineering or construction.

“The institute's mission is to educate students on specific industry knowledge using innovative, technology-rich,
interdisciplinary learning environments. The institute will collaborate with industry partners to offer students real-world
problem-solving, work experience, applied research, and business leadership opportunities to achieve this mission,”
Madzhie says.

BIM programmes

The institute's frst BIM programmes will focus on its application in construction management and facilities management.

“The institute's qualifications will train students on the largely developing field of BIM and related concepts and technical
know-how of the ever-changing software used in the construction and facilities management areas,” says Lukenge.

“At the end of the qualifications, students will be able to use modelling techniques, 3D modelling tools and computer-aided
design (CAD). Students will be able to carry out accurate calculations on construction and facilities management projects,
specifically when it comes to detailed measurement of materials and labour needed before and after a construction
project,” Lukenge explains.

Programme accreditation

The programmes will be recognised locally with SAQA and CHE accreditations, and with international professional bodies
such as the British Standards Institution (BSI) with which the inistitute is exploring partnership possibilities. “The partnership
will mean that our students will graduate with a locally accredited programme and access to the BSI professional
membership via our partnership and programme endorsement with the BSI group, which sets local and global standards in
BIM and related fields,” says Lukenge.

Madzhie says that the issue of affordability is paramount to what the institute wants to achieve. Because of this
commitment, the board of directors of the institute and the trustees of Nido Trust have agreed to offer the Henry Lukenge
Fellowship and Nido Trust Bursaries to deserving students, both of which will be available from 2023.
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