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A South African's guide to moving to and making it in
Malta: The Daphne impact
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You may not have heard of journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia who was murdered six months ago, but Meryl Streep
certainly has and it would not surprise me if the Oscar winner optioned DCG's story.
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There is a particular sub-category of posthumous fame reserved for those who become larger in death than in life. A Che
Guavara or James Dean — or even a Steve Biko locally — have become more significant with — or because of — their demise
than the importance they were accorded when alive. In the last six months, Malta has produced just such an iconic
presence.

Becoming the story

Although 30 years in PR has sensitised me to media worker’s bylines, it takes an exceptional journalist — or an exceptionally
controversial journalist — to jump the rails from reporting to being reported about. Even rarer, to become an international
news item. From being a divisive Maltese media personality in life, investigative journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia has
become a totemic figure with her death in October last year. Killed in a car bomb blast as she was driving from her home,
DCG's assassination (as it is termed here) has meant that instead of reporting the story, she became the story.

| am writing about Daphne Caruana Galizia because the engine that honours her memory has moved up a few gears
coinciding with the six-month anniversary of her murder. There is a Daphne documentary premiering in Italy this month at
the International Journalism Festival by La Repubblica journalist Carlo Bonini. According to Bonini, “Daphne’s story, the
way she was killed and the reasons why she was killed are things that have a meaning for all of us, as journalists and as
European citizens. It's something that goes far beyond the small island of Malta. Daphne is a European issue.”


https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/MarcusBrewster_1
https://www.123rf.com

Bonini may even have underestimated her significance as the American Society of Journalists and Authors has just
announced that it will be honouring her with its prestigious Conscience in Media Award at its ceremony in May. Founded in
1948, ASJA is the US's professional organisation of independent non-fiction writers.

The Conscience in Media Award recognises journalists who knowingly have endured great personal costs while pursuing
the highest tenets of their profession, ASJA president Sherry Beck Paprocki said. This selective award has been presented
only 12 times since 1975.

Streep is very much aware of DCG having mentioned the Maltese journalist when addressing the CPJ International Press
Freedom Awards in January this year and on Christine Amanpour’s eponymous TV programme during the actress’s
promotional duties for The Post. Meryl and Daphne look curiously alike and share a similar bone structure — put a long
dark wig on Streep and you have a doppelganger for Galizia.

#FairnessFirst: Grave press freedom violations in Africa

Desperate situation

An extremely prolific blogger (her notebook Running Commentary was the island’s daily must-read and an endless source
of water-cooler speculation), Daphne’s early death has cast in amber her last post. Typed just 25 minutes before the car
bomb took her life, Daphne’s final words have become the island’s most prevalent graffiti, as well as the go-to reader
comment on news sites specifically following articles about corruption: “The situation is desperate. There are crooks
everywhere you look.”

To this day, an ongoing item in our local papers is the informal memorial dedicated to DCG. Placards, flowers and candles
are regularly placed on the Great Siege monument in Valletta in front of the tour group entrance to St John Co-Cathedral
and opposite the capital's Law Courts. Just as regularly although generally mysteriously and under cover of darkness, the
tributes are swept away only to be replaced the following day. The fact that this clearing — considered a form of censorship
— continues to attract media attention in defiance of the intention of the removals task force, must be a source of
satisfaction to Daphne on whatever celestial cloud she has plugged her heavenly laptop into.

Footnote: More than 700 journalists have been killed over the past decade, according to Reporters without Borders
(RSF).
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ABOUT MARCUS 'THE MALTESE FALCON BREWSTER

marcusbrewster is a brand synonynous with PRexcellence in SA. An industry innovator, leader, and inspiration, Brew ster affiliated his multi-aw ard winning boutique firmwith larger
Level 1 BBBEE marketing/comms agency MediaRevolution for scale in 2016 and went on to launch Marcus Brew ster International in Europe the following year. Marcus currently lives
on - and actively promotes - the Mediterranean island of Malta. For African, S. African and European PR enquiries, contact marcus@marcusbrew ster.comor WhatsApp on (+356)
99313322
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