
 

Global call to commemorate World Press Freedom Day

DARMSTADT, GERMANY/PARIS, FRANCE: 3 May 2012 marks World Press Freedom Day, an
opportunity to celebrate the gains and highlight the work still to be achieved in securing freedom
of expression for the world's press. Material on show will include work by South Africa's Zapiro.

The World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers (WAN-IFRA) is making it easy for the world's
media to commemorate the day, offering a wide-range of editorial and advertising materials for publication
on or around 3 May. Thousands of newspapers publish WAN-IFRA materials each year to remind readers of
the central role a free press plays in democracy and in economic, cultural, social and political development.

The essays, infographics, photos, political cartoons, public service advertisements and young reader
materials on the theme, "Silence kills democracy, but a free press talks", can now be found at
http://www.worldpressfreedomday.org (Embargoed for release on 3 May).

Newspapers world-wide are encouraged to view and download all or part of the materials, which are being
offered in English, French, Spanish, German, Arabic and Russian and can be translated into other languages
as well.

Acknowledging the importance of a free press

"World Press Freedom Day exists to acknowledge the importance of a free press and freedom of
expression to society, whether emerging or well established," said Larry Kilman, deputy CEO of WAN-IFRA.
"It is an opportunity to recognise the importance of what many take for granted - the daily news, produced by
teams of courageous men and women who labour every day in the interests of their societies and of their
readers."

The package of materials includes stunning images courtesy of Agence France-Presse (AFP); exclusive
cartoons from renowned cartoonists Michel Cambon (France), Ali Ferzat (Syria) and Zapiro (South Africa);
as well as op-ed pieces and essays by leading human rights lawyer Geoffrey Robertson, Mexican journalist
and Golden Pen of Freedom laureate Anabel Hernández, Tunisian journalist and activist Fahem
Boukaddous, renowned Egyptian blogger Mahmoud Salem ("Rantings of a Sandmonkey"), Pakistani
investigative reporter Umar Cheema, and an editorial from the World Editors' Forum.

Other materials include advertisements on the theme of press freedom and infographics that draw attention
to the world's most dangerous areas for journalists. This year, the 3 May Poster Project also encourages
young readers to explore freedom of expression issues in class. More information for students and teachers
can be found on the site.

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
http://www.worldpressfreedomday.org


Between now and 3 May, exclusive editorial content will be added, so be sure to check the site regularly for
the latest updates.

WAN-IFRA's World Press Freedom Day initiative is supported by the Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (Sida) and benefits from contributions by Agence France-Presse, the World Editors
Forum and the Russian Guild of Press Publishers (GIPP).
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