
 

The Nando's and Nota Baloyi Spirit dispute heats up
This week, Nando’s said it will continue to use the song Spirit in its advertisement despite the
claims made by Nota Baloyi over payment for licensing rights.

Nando’s has issued a statement on X addressing the claim by music executive Nota Baloyi over the use of Kwesta’s song in its meal
advertisement (Image source: © Downtown Music Downtown Music)

Nando’s issued a statement on the matter on X addressing the music executive's claims over the use of
Kwesta’s song in its meal advertisement.

“Based on our engagements and all the information available to us, we have no reason to doubt the validity
of the rights granted by the relevant licence holders and will therefore continue to use the composition as
licensed,” the statement says.

Nando’s secured the rights to use the Spirit track in full collaboration with the original composers and all
rights holders represented by Downtown Music T/A Sheer Publishing.

The song samples the late Brenda Fassie’s music. Media reports say that Baloyi has threatened to sue the
fast food chain for R850,000, which, according to Daily Sun is the same amount the advertising agency
allegedly paid to Kwesta’s record company for licensing rights.

Baloyi, who is Kwesta’s former manager, said the use of the track infringed his company’s copyright.

In the statement, Nando’s calls his allegation “completely incorrect” and explains that they did try to contact
Nota Baloyi in November last year on the use of the song.

“We are aware of the allegations of unlawfully using the ‘Spirit' track. These allegations are completely
incorrect. A letter addressing these allegations was sent to Mr Baloyi (Nota) in November 2025, to which we
have never received a response.”

“ pic.twitter.com/qPwonUTOCL— NandosSA (@NandosSA) January 27, 2026 ”

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://downtownmusic.africa/
https://t.co/qPwonUTOCL
https://twitter.com/NandosSA/status/2016123660092821547?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw


The statement adds, “Based on our engagement and all the information available to us, we have no reason
to doubt the validity of the rights granted by the relevant licence holders and will therefore continue to use the
composition as licensed."

Baloyi hits back

But Baloyi calls the statement "all lies and misdirection".

Hitting back at Nando’s on Wednesday morning, he says that Nando's was given notice on 9 October last
year that no licences were granted.

"They fraudulently proceeded and thus unindemnified Nandos from criminal liability.”He also accused the
company of attempting to damage his reputation - “Whoever advised the release of this statement was
counting on defaming me.

Social media users reacted strongly to Nando's statement with some questioning whether Kwesta was paid,
while others supported Nando's.

Others poked fun at Boloyi.

It also led to a debate on music rights.

Nando’s also suggests Baloyi pursue the matter with the relevant music publishing parties.
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“ 1. Nandos’ statement is all lies & misdirection.2. Notice was given on October 9th that NO LICENSES WERE

GRANTED, they FRAUDulently proceeded & thus, unindemnified Nandos from CRIMINAL liability.
3. You dismiss the claim with haste, the courts will show you to be ill-advised!�� pic.twitter.com/EtzwcxIQzF
— MORAL Authority (@lavidaNOTA) January 28, 2026 ”

“ Mo zameng ka half chicken maybe o boledisa ke tlala �������� spirit.. pic.twitter.com/R6gp562F7c—

Phuthang���� (@Thabs10687320) January 27, 2026 ”

https://www.bizcommunity.com/article/nandos-oh-what-a-place-from-category-noise-to-cultural-signal-730492a
https://t.co/EtzwcxIQzF
https://twitter.com/lavidaNOTA/status/2016356851189776772?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw
https://t.co/R6gp562F7c
https://twitter.com/Thabs10687320/status/2016160689870569649?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw

	The Nando's and Nota Baloyi Spirit dispute heats up
	Nando’s Oh What a Place!: From category noise to cultural signal
	Baloyi hits back


