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Parktown Boys' High principal suspended

Gauteng Education MEC Panyaza Lesufi has announced the suspension of the Parktown Boys
High School headmaster, with immediate effect.
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The announcement on Friday, 24 January 2020, follows the death of Enock Mpianzi, who drowned during
Grade 8 camp held at Nyati Bush and River Break Lodge, near Brits in the North West.

At the time of the incident on 15 January 2020, it is said that a group of learners, including Mpianzi, were o
makeshift raft that overturned in the Crocodile River.

Mpianzi was last seen by his schoolmates during that fateful water activity on the first day of camp.

Addressing the media in Johannesburg last week, Lesufi said an independent law firm has been appointe:
to investigate the incident.

Lesufi said the investigating team has already interviewed the principal and they are currently busy
interviewing other people who witnessed the incident.

“Our primary goal is to unearth the truth. We have done everything in our power as the department to get
the bottom of the matter. The school governing body (SGB) will be scrutinised and the report will be made
public,” Lesufi said.

Lesufi said the SGB will decide on the future of the teachers who were involved in the incident.
“If they are found guilty, they will never be employed anywhere in the country as teachers,” he said.
Lesufi said future trips will now be approved by his department.

According to Lesufi, Parktown Boys’ High School had another school trip planned to Bloemfontein, which
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has been cancelled in honour of Mpianzi.

Lesufi said they have instructed the law firm to move with speed to conclude the investigations.

“We want to act. We want to charge the teachers involved individually,” Lesufi said.

District officials, he said, who were supposed to approve the trip, will not be spared from the investigation.

Itis said at the time the school had undertaken the trip, the district had not approved the trip. The school h:
applied for the trip on 17 November 2019.

Mpianzi was a Grade 8 pupil, who had just started his first year of high school. His body was found two day
after he had drowned.
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