
 

Research reveals positive development in the African
tourism sector

According to various stakeholders in attendance at WTM Africa 2017, the continued growth of African tourist arrivals
coupled with key performance indicators such as increased airlift and hotel development, are all reasons to invest in the
travel economy within Africa.
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Through the partnership between WTM Africa and Euromonitor International, research divulged at the exhibition showed
that key performance indicators revealed positive development in the travel sector of Africa. Christi Tawii, research analyst
with Euromonitor International, spoke at WTM Africa 2017, unveiling that inbound arrivals in sub-Saharan Africa between
2011 and 2016 showed steep growth, moving from just below 21,000 arrivals in 2011 to over 24,000 in 2016.

Travel trends

Tawii further outlined current travel trends that Euromonitor International has identified throughout African countries
including the increased focus on domestic tourism. Tawii explained that both the number of domestic trips has increased
since 2011 and that the average domestic expenditure has grown alongside this.

The advent of the sharing economy has also planted roots on African soil, with services such as Airbnb and Uber
establishing themselves as a firm part of the traveller’s service requirements when travelling to foreign destinations.
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Travel players in Africa have also shown their mettle when it comes to resilience and opted for multi-channel marketing
approaches in the online space, opting to utilise the services of online travel agencies and accommodation booking engines
to further their reach says Tawii.

Increased competition from low-cost airlines, hotel brand expansion projects on the continent and a keen focus on the
potential of business tourism and events has also lead to a boost in both domestic and inbound business trips.

Niche tourism continues to grow as a sector in Africa says Tawii, who pointed out that sports tourism, eco-tourism, cultural
tourism, medical tourism, safaris and even beaches are all prevalent options for travellers within, and from outside of,
Africa.

Chardonnay Marchesi, general manager of Africa Travel Week, says of the trends report: “WTM Africa is eager to remain
at the forefront of what is happening within the African tourism sector. WTM Africa 2018 will see an even greater focus on
including niche tourism sectors, as well as technology development disrupting the travel industry.”

Looking to book your stand for #WTMA18? If you book before the end of July, you’ll qualify for the Early Bird discount!
Visit WTM Africa for more details.
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