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SANEF honours Madiba as champion of the free media

On Saturday, 28 May 2011, the South African National Editors' Forum (SANEF) presented a special award, Friend of the
Media, to former president Nelson Mandela in acknowledgement of his legendary efforts - both in and outside the office - to
support a free and independent media.

The award was received on Mandela's behalf by Ahmed Dangor, CEO of the Nelson Mandela
Foundation at the SANEF Council meeting in Johannesburg, who pointed out that Madiba had said
that a free and investigative media is essential for democracy, and that the Nelson Mandela
Foundation is busy compiling a book on Madiba's quotes and views on a free media.

Below is the full wording of the award:
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serves a vital purpose. Today we have meetings

with incumbent presidents that folloved him. It is due in large part to the example he set. The Editors and Senior Editorial

Executives of this country, representing Print, Broadcast and Digital media wish to collectively express our deepest

appreciation for a lifetime's commitment to freedom in its broadest form, but also a commitment that ensured that media

freedom in particular is appreciated and defended in this, our land, and beyond. Tata Madiba, we honour you as a

champion of the free media.

The venues and catering for the SANEF Council meeting and dinner were sponsored by ACSA.
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