
 

Nkandla pic ban miffs media - and others

NEWSWATCH: The government ministers' ban on taking or publishing pictures of Nkandla has prompted a storm of protest,
reports EWN and the UK's Financial Times.

For more:

22 Nov 2013By Rod Baker

An evocative picture of Nkandla... Not.

An aerial view of the main house... Not.

Eyewitness News: Twitter storm over Nkandla picture 'ban'... So the ministers have now decided that the media cannot
publish images of Nkandla.

Strangely, they do not appear to have been so energised over pictures being
published of Parliament, for example - a national key point.

Isn't it strange how at first there was just one Nkandla, then two (Zuma's private
Nkandla and the government's official Nkandla) but now we seem to be talking
about just one again. So the picture ban applies to both, right?

Isn't it strange that the costs of the future upkeep of Nkandla have not been
revealed/discussed - so will they also be "top secret" and the media will not be
privy to how our tax monies are being spent? As taxpayers, we should all hope

that that will not be the case. After all, it is our taxes that are paying for all this - and we have a right to know where
and how they are being spent.

In any event, revealing that a security fence cost RXX million, or salary costs for security staff are RYY million/year
reveals nothing that prejudices security.

Isn't it strange that the ministers have not apparently heard of Google Earth, which
if it does not already, it certainly in time will allow anyone to check out the PP
(presidential pad) in all its thatched glory.

Isn't it strange that you can take a virtual tour of the home of perhaps the most
closely guarded national leader in the world - the US president. Wait! You can
even take a virtual tour of Number 10 - the UK prime minister's official residence
as well. But back in sunny South Africa, there's lots of shade over Nkandla.
Almost a blackout of Eskom... sorry... epic proportions.

Financial Times: South Africa orders media ban over pictures of Zuma's house... The ban - using an apartheid-era
law, by the way - has even made the news overseas. As the writer says in this Financial Times article "The contrast
between President Jacob Zuma's sprawling private Nkandla residence and the homes of most South Africans offers a
stark reminder of the yawning gap between the haves and have-nots in one of the world's most unequal societies."

Also see: Sanef says 'No!' to Nkandla pic ban.

It all looks like it is shaping up to be a battle of epic proportions between the media (probably other than, naturally, the
usual suspects that will toe the official line) and a government intent on ensuring the people of South Africa do not
know how their tax monies have been spent.

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/RodBaker_1
http://ewn.co.za/2013/11/21/Twitter-storm-over-Nkandla-pictures-ban
http://www.iol.co.za/news/politics/two-properties-on-nkandla-report-1.1607114#.Uo71VSeRKnQ
http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/inside-white-house/interactive-tour
http://www.eyerevolution.co.uk/blog/get-inside-10-downing-street/
http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/8f7af002-52bc-11e3-8586-00144feabdc0.html#axzz2lLAVaX00
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/466/103766.html


ABOUT ROD BAKER

Rod Baker is Content Director at Bizcommunity.com. A journalist since before computers, he worked on a wide range of magazines and, in his youth, rose through the ranks from
being a lowly and abused sub-editor, to a high and still abused editor and publisher. He has been editor and publisher of a number of magazines, as well as a newspaper. He has
edited many books, and written a number too. Email him at rod@bizcommunity.com.
The best and the worst...from Google's Top 10, to a really bum idea... - 18 Dec 2014
Janet Heard resigns from Cape Times - 20 Mar 2014
The SABC: Rotting from the top - 18 Feb 2014
Isidingo's Lesego Motsepe dies - 21 Jan 2014
Oprah: It's all cisterns go - 20 Jan 2014

View my profile and articles...

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

mailto:rod@bizcommunity.com
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/15/122622.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/90/111096.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/15/109771.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/107629.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/66/107562.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/RodBaker_1

	Nkandla pic ban miffs media - and others
	ABOUT ROD BAKER


