
 

SES urges Africa to embrace satellite technology

SES has called on Africa to begin satellite-powered e-school pilot projects to improve teacher competency on the continent.

The recommendation follows a round-table discussion, attended by high-level politicians and leaders from Africa and
Europe, during the fifth EU-Africa Business Forum, which took place in Brussels last week.

Christine Leurquin, VP, institutional relations, SES, chaired the panel, "Creating partnerships to bring e-schools to rural
Africa: Offering incubator-backed seed and early-stage funding", which discussed how a lack of connectivity in Africa
remains a key bottleneck to development.

The round-table participants concluded that, in order to strengthen education in Africa, it was vital that e-learning
connectivity equipment was made exempt from licensing, customs taxes and fees to boost education and jobs on the
continent. African and European heads of state were also urged to set up a new fast-track Pan-African financial instrument
to meet ICT initiatives for e-schools before 2020 to prioritise broadband infrastructure deployment for relevant and
innovative e-services, starting with e-schools. Meanwhile, SES called for African governments to identify major e-school
pilot projects (Incubators) in two to three African countries to improve teacher competency and to deploy them immediately
thanks to satellite coverage.

Pilot project in Liberia

SES and Teachers Media International (TMI) will also partner to launch an e-learning pilot project in Liberia through an
incubator programme for education, giving a concrete example of the e-learning schemes that SES wants to lead.

"Access to low-cost satellite-based services to schools will be inhibited, and in some cases prevented, unless national and
regional groups of administrations apply policies and regulations that more effectively facilitate their use," said Leurquin.
"There are new opportunities for ubiquitous deployment of low-cost satellite services to small businesses and consumers.
However, disproportionate licensing fees combined with customs fees are unnecessarily thwarting access to
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communications."

The objective of e-schools is to introduce new and better learning forms based on ICT and connectivity to enrich content.
With e-learning, students are able to acquire knowledge, learn how to process information and collaborate. It also imparts
ICT skills to children in primary and secondary schools, as well as enhancing the quality of education by connecting
teachers to training programmes.

The fifth EU-Africa Business Forum aimed to engage the private sector in sustainable and inclusive growth. The round table
chaired by SES was one of 12 which took place, with a variety of topics covered, including sustainable energy,
agribusiness, infrastructure and SME financing.
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