
 

Gold Fields funds mechanised mining studies at Wits

Gold Fields has provided a R6m, three-year sponsorship to improve knowledge in the fields of mechanised mining and rock
engineering at Wits University's mining school.

Professor Adam Habib and Nick Holland, CEO of Gold Fields

“Both Gold Fields and Wits University want to collaborate in developing young professionals with the knowledge and skills
required to support mechanised, deep level gold mining,” said Professor Adam Habib, Wits vice-chancellor and principal.
“Through this, we can undoubtedly assist the mining industry in general and play our part in bringing South Deep to full
production.”

Operated by Gold Fields, South Deep is one of the country’s largest and deepest underground, mechanised gold mines.
The skills and expertise required to bring the mine, with an expected life of over 70 years, to full production are not in
abundant supply in South Africa.

Gold Fields CEO Nick Holland handed over the cheque to Habib, who also re-opened the newly-renamed Gold Fields
Laboratories at the faculty.

Bumpy road

He said that even though the mining industry in South Africa is going through a “bumpy road”, there is still a future in
mining, and that mining indirectly supports about 30-million people in South Africa.

“Our challenge is that when all of a sudden there is a mining boom, that we don’t have the skills and resources in place,’ he
said. “Wits has for decades provided the skills needed to power South Africa’s mining industry. This latest sponsorship will
ensure that they are in a position to do so for many years to come.”

Projects

A number of projects have already been identified for funding by Gold Fields during the three-year period. They are:

Three postgraduate research projects, linked to the chair of rock engineering;
Two geological resource modelling postgraduate research projects; and
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Habib said Wits would like to partner with all the mining houses in the country, to assist in “rethinking” the economy in
South Africa.

“Let’s go back to what we said in the 1930s and 1940s. (At the time), Wits partnered with the mining industry to pioneer a
new different way of mining that lasted at least 40 years. Let us start again. Let’s start a new 15-year partnership that will
stand for the next 40 years,” he said.

He said that not only does the mining industry need the skill sets to mechanise in the future, but that increased mechanising
would lead to a change in social structure of existing miners who may need to be retrained and reskilled. This might need
other academic support, such as sociologists, lawyers and other fields of the humanities.

“The historic challenge of our time is how to rethink a common humanity. We will pioneer ways in how to rethink mining;
rethink humanity and rethink what it means to be both African and human,” he said.

The funding follows on a long-standing partnership of over 10 years, in which Golf Fields sponsored the Wits School of
Mining Engineering with R18 million.
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Two postgraduate drill and blast improvement and other productivity-related research projects.
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